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Tēnā koutou katoa. Ka nui te mihi ki a koutou. 

Welcome to Piopio College.  
 
I am proud to be part of this College, it is a very special place for  
students, staff, families, whānau and the wider community.  
 
I am fully committed to the students, curriculum and the entire teaching 
and learning process and believe that a student-centered approach to 
learning that is challenging, relevant and engaging will encourage  
students to take ownership of their own educational success. 
  

We are focused on providing a quality education that meets the  

individual needs of each of our learners.  Everyone is encouraged to aim 

high, take pride in their work, participate in a range of activities and to 

support and model our shared values.  

 

It is my passion for education of our children that has driven me to strive 

for an inclusive and culturally responsive environment where every  

individual can have their needs met and succeed in their goals. 

 

I believe such goals are achieved when ongoing collaboration and  

communication exists between teachers, students, whānau and the  

community. 

 

The opportunity to make a positive difference to the lives of the students, 

staff and caregivers and the wider community excites me. I commit my 

complete loyalty, passion, enthusiasm and diligence to Piopio College 

and its community. 

 

When you enrol at Piopio College you become part of a caring  

community, determined to help you be the best you can be, now and in 

your future. We look forward to working with you. 

No reira, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa. 

Welcome from the  

Principal 

Mr Johan van Deventer 

Principal / Tumuaki 

2019 
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Our College 
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Piopio College is situated in the beautiful limestone area of the King 

Country, in the western North Island of New Zealand. 

The College is a state co-educational secondary school for students 

in Y7 to Y13. It is a small school with 200 students, which enables 

staff and students to get to know one another very well.   

We provide a positive, safe, supportive, caring family environment 

which promotes quality learning.   

We have a strong focus on meeting the needs of individual  

students. Our small class sizes, well qualified staff and support 

services help us to achieve this. 

 The College is set in a well-developed, multi-level, park-like  

environment of 6.5 hectares. A raised bank with deciduous shade 

trees provides good spectator viewing for our sports fields.   

There are rugby, football pitches, cricket wickets, netball and tennis 

courts, a 400m athletic track and a 25m swimming pool.  

We have modern specialist teaching spaces. These includes the 

new Hallam Learning Centre, 2 science laboratories, a wharekura, 

visual arts, multi-purpose hall / gym, hard and soft materials work-

shop, graphics and technology room.  There is a well-stocked  

library that is open to the community as well as the college and has 

recently moved to the front of the College. 

The College provides a quality education. 

We measure this in part, by the number of students who; 

• continue their education in tertiary institutes and universities 

   secure employment both in New Zealand and overseas 

• perform well in external examinations, regional competitions, tests 

and events 

• continue their participation in sport and cultural activities after 

leaving school. 

We value the support we receive from whanau and families, and the 

wider community. 



Vision 
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Values 

Whakaara kia mataara - Aim high 

We will work collaboratively to create a 

dynamic learning environment which is 

the focus and pride of our community.  

Our stimulating curriculum will allow 

students to choose their pathways  and 

will provide them with the necessary skills 

and knowledge to empower them to 

become successful, responsible citizens.  

Piopio College will become a school with 

choice and a school of choice.  

Mission 

Piopio College is a learning community 

ensuring all learners have equal 

opportunities to a quality education in 

order to prepare them for a rapidly 

changing world. 

M.A.N.A. 

Manaakitanga: We are respectful 

Rangtiratanga: We are learners 

Whanaungatanga: We are connected 

Kotahitanga: We are united 

Our Head Students for 2019 



Our Staff 
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Principal Johan van Deventer B. Ed 

Deputy Principal / HOD Social Sciences Louise Sheeran B.A,  Dip Teaching 

Deputy Principal Steven Bodger B.A,  Dip Teaching (on study leave) 

Acting Deputy Principal (long term relief) Maryanne Symonds B. Ed / LTR                                                      

HOD Mathematics / Numeracy Coordinator 

Dean / PB4L Leader Ben Draper B. Rm,  Dip Teaching 

Dean / Food and Nutrition/Hospitality Amy Hely B. Cas,  Post Grad Public Health,  Dip Teaching 

Specialist Classroom Teacher / Star Gateway Coordinator Marina Rauputu B. Ed,  Dip Teaching,  Dip Rdg,  NZ Dip SS                       

Vocational Pathways 

HOD English / Literacy Coordinator Loretta Goodhue B.A,  Grad Dip Teaching SS 

HOD The Arts Rebecca Stubbs B. Ed, Dip Teaching 

HOD Physical Education Gina Draper Post Grad B. Sports 

HOD Science Richard O’Dea BSc, Dip Teaching, Dip B and TH, Dip HS 

HOD Te Reo Māori Tania Taitoko Dip Teaching 

Leader of Years 7 & 8 Victoria Sammons B. Ed 

Homeroom Teachers Years 7 & 8 Leigh Anselmi B. Ed Primary 

Workshop Technology James Hicks LAT 

Music Tutor (Strings and Guitar) Chris Nation 



Support Staff and BOT 
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2019 Support Staff 

Office Manager, Principal’s Secretary 

Finance Administrator 

Attendance Officer, Gateway Assistant 

Librarian / Publicity 

Science Technology / Art Coordinator / 

Assistant Sports Coordinator 

 

Alida Baker 

Nikki Thomas 

Emelia Harris 

Kate Dawson 

Noelle Turner 

Board of Trustees 

The College is governed by a Board of Trustees. The Board has overall responsibility for the school, including property, personnel, financial 
management, reporting to the Ministry and school community, and meeting the requirements of the National Administration Guidelines.  
The Board ensures effective delivery of the curriculum, establishes goals, develops and reviews policies and monitors performance of the staff 
and of the Principal. 

 
Board Members 

Kristen Pari  Board Chair 
Johan van Deventer Principal 
Marina Rauputu  Staff Representative 
Donna Pari  Parent Representative 
Doug Burnell  Parent Representative 
Marie Te Huia-Warren Parent Representative 
Daryl Henwood  Parent Representative    
Keegan Cox  Student Representative 
Rene Kumeroa  Co-opted Parent on Board 

Sports Coordinator 

Caretaker / Property 

Learning Support / Teacher Aides 

 

Cleaners 

 

Relief Cleaners 

Gina Draper 

Ian Small 

Mandi Butler 

Lynette Perrett 

Renee Hall 

Kere Mathews     

Marama Tapara   

Gemma Toho 



Curriculum 
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In 2019 Piopio College will operate a five day timetable with five periods of lessons per day. 

The College curriculum has been developed from the New Zealand Curriculum. It sets direction for student learning in New Zealand by  

starting the vision that young people will become confident, connected, actively involved, lifelong learners. 

The NZ Curriculum sets out values (which are included in the College values), key competencies and learning areas that put students at the 

centre of learning. It also sets high expectations for teachers, encouraging them to create a supportive learning environment. 

 

Key Competencies 

The New Zealand Curriculum identifies five key competencies: 

• thinking 
• using language, symbols and texts 
• managing self 
• relating to others 

• participating and encouraging 

People use these competencies to live, learn, work and contribute as active members of their communities. More complex than skills, the 

competencies draw also on knowledge, attitudes, and values in ways that lead to action. They are key to learning in every learning area. 

 

Learning Areas 

The New Zealand Curriculum specifies eight learning areas: 

• English 
• The Arts 
• Health and Physical Education 
• Mathematics and Statistics 
• Science 
• Social Sciences 
• Technology 

• Learning Languages 

 

The learning associated with each area is part of a broad, general education in Y7-10, and lays a foundation for later specialisation. 



Year 9 
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In 2019 we look to operate one Year 7 group, and depending on final numbers, one Year 8 group. 

Most of their time will be spent in a Homeroom with a single Homeroom Teacher.  Here they will undertake subjects including reading,    

writing, mathematics and social studies. 

 

Students will also have the opportunity to go to specialist areas to study: 

• Science   • Te Reo Maori   

• Physical Education • Health    

• Technology  • Music - Itinerant Program 

 

Students would also take Art, Hard Materials and Food Technology for a third of the year in a rotation. 

Within each homeroom class, students are arranged in learning groups that match their abilities. In Reading, for example, some students 

may be working towards achieving Curriculum Level 2, others at Level 3, 4 or 5. 

In Maths and Writing, the groups may be different from the reading groups, suited to the needs of students in those subjects. Students who 

need extra support will work in smaller groups with our Learning Support Teacher.  

We use a variety of nationally standardised tests to help us identify student learning needs. 

Years 7 – 8 

In 2019 we intend trialing Year 9 having a significant part of their day in a Homeroom situation with a single teacher. 

Classes possibly including: 

• English   • Maths   • Social Studies 

• Integrated Studies 

They could then move to specialist areas to study: 

• Science   • Te Reo Māori  • Tikanga-a-iwi 

• Physical Education • Health   • Music - Itinerant Program 

They would also complete Semester (half-year) courses: 

• Art   • Food & Fabric Technology 

• Digital Technology • Hard Material Technology 

Year 10 

Students in Year 10 take: 

• English    • Maths    • Science 

• Te Reo Maori   • Social Science   • Health 

• Physical Education  • Integrated Studies 

They will also complete Semesters in four of the following: 

• Food Technology   • Art    • Technology Hard Materials 

• Digital Technologies  • Sport and Exercise  • Agriculture 

At the end of the year, Y10 students undertake a week long work experience activity. They choose work in a career that interests them.  

They have to phone and arrange the week. They can choose to go anywhere in New Zealand provided parents approve and pay for any costs 

involved. Students receive an evaluation from their employer which is held on file by the school. This opportunity allows for career exploration. 

Some students have travelled as far as Queenstown and Auckland. Jobs are subject to OSH rules. 
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Years 11 - 13 

Year 12 

Students in Year 12 have a range of possibilities.  If they are intending to go on to further study at University, no subject is compulsory alt-

hough in consultation with the Dean recommendations will be made. 

If they completed NCEA L1 in 2018 (at least 80 credits including 10 Literacy and 10 Numeracy credits) the main qualification they will be aim-

ing for in 2018 is NCEA Level 2. 

If they did not complete NCEA L1 in 2018, they may take a mix of NCEA L1 and L2 courses. The aim is to complete the L1 qualification and 

work towards completing L2. 

The National Certificate of Educational Achievement (Level 2) requires 80 credits.  The 80 credits must include: 

• 60 credits must be at Level 2 or higher    

• The remaining credits may be from any level and may include L1 credits gained last year. 

COURSE FEES: Please note that some courses have fees for materials. You are expected to pay the fees before being given the course  

materials. 

Year 13 

There are no compulsory subjects at Year 13. However, to achieve the University Entrance qualification you must take at least three University 

approved subjects. 

Year 13’s may have one line of Supervised Study if they are following an Academic (predominately Achievement Standards based) course. 

We would like to provide taught classes in every L3 subject. Unfortunately we are a small school and we do not have sufficient staff to make 

this possible.  

There are several ways in which we can help. 

• We may enrol students in another school that offers the subject by video conferencing. They would be taught face to face over a video link  
   for 1 hour a week and have 3 hours of independent study provided by the remote school.     
• We may enrol students in the Correspondence School. They work from study booklets provided by the Correspondence School. Students  
  are able to phone their teacher for assistance. 
• Students could be taught  face to face for 2 hours a week (instead of the usual 4 hours) by one of our teachers and have independent study  

  for the remaining 2 hours. 

COURSE FEES: Please note that some courses have fees for materials. You are expected to pay the fees before being given the course  

materials. 

Year 11 to 13 senior students will be offered courses that are organised in Semesters (half year).  A student may study some subjects in both 

Semesters with external examinations (offering 18-24 credits), e.g: 

• Mathematics  • English   • Science 

Or students may decide to do Numeracy for half a year (which may offer 8-12 credits) and Technology Hard Materials for the other half (with 

another 8-12 credits).  NB that some classes may be multi levelled in the Senior School.  Years 10-12 students have been surveyed in Novem-

ber 2018 and courses are planned based on Student Needs and Student Voice. 

Students will be given a Course Selection Guide to make their final choices in January 2019. 

Year 11 

Students in Year 11 are working towards NCEA Level 1. Most students will achieve this in one year, others will may require longer. 

The National Certificate of Educational Achievement (Level 1) requires 80 credits. 

The 80 credits must include: 

• 10 Literacy credits 

• 10 Numeracy credits 

COURSE FEES: Please note that some courses have fees for materials. You are expected to pay the fees before being given the course  

materials. 
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Gateway Work Experience Programme 

The Gateway Programme is an exciting opportunity for a student to investigate or broaden their future career options by integrating school-
based learning with structured learning in the workplace. Students attend a workplace one day a week for approximately 10 to 20 weeks, 
where they gain hands-on practical skills, as well as having their learning in the workplace assessed against up to 20 NZQA standards. Gate-
way is not a classroom based subject.   
Students with an excellent attendance record and Level 1 Literacy and Numeracy will be selected into this programme, based on a successful 

interview with our Gateway Coordinator.   

Applications are now open for 2019. Please see Mrs Rauputu or Mrs Harris if you are interested. 

 
Secondary Tertiary Partnerships 

Up to 19 students will be given the opportunity to attend these campus based courses one day a week 

 Taratahi Primary Industries Course 

 Wintec 
Students travel to Hamilton 1 day a week and have the opportunity to undertake a practical course and provides sector related credits 
required to earn a Vocational Pathway Award on your NCEA Level 2 and NCEA Level 3 qualifications. Students gain specific and      
practical experience and skills in an industry based setting, and the opportunity to move directly into a job or apprenticeship, or further 

study, on completion of secondary school. 

Course Options for Senior Students: 

• English (with externals) 

• Literacy 

• Te Reo Māori 

• Geography 

• History 

• Economics 

• Media Studies 

• Business Studies 

• A Language (probably by correspondence) 

• Maths (with externals) 

• Numeracy 

• General Science 

• Agriculture/Horticulture 

• Physics 

• Chemistry 

• Biology 

• Physical Education 

• Outdoor Education 

• Health 

• Physical Education/Health 

• Tourism 

• Hospitality 

• Financial Literacy 

• Life Skills 

• Careers Preparation 

• Visual Arts 

• Māori Performing Arts 

• Music 

• Art History 

• Performance Drama 

• Toi Māori 

Technology: 

 • Soft Materials 

 • Hard Materials (Wood) 

 • Hard Materials (Engineering/Metalwork) 

 • Digital (Coding/Programming) 

 • Design and Visual Communication 

Or Combination Courses (you will be able to gather 

credits in each of the subjects) 

• PE/Science/English 

• Food and Nutrition/English 

• Maths/Science 

• English/Art 

• Māori Tourism/Agriculture 

• A Research Study on a topic you are passionate 

   about 



PB4L 

In 2016 the College was offered the opportunity to become a PB4L school.  A survey was take across the entire staff and the Board of       

Trustees and with overwhelming support Piopio College accepted Positive Behaviour for Learning-School wide. 

PB4L School-Wide looks at behaviour and learning from a whole-of-school as well as an individual child perspective.  The framework is based 

on international evidence. 

The Positive Behaviour for Learning School-Wide framework is helping schools build a culture where positive behaviour and learning is a way 

of life. 

PB4L School-Wide takes at least 3-5 years to put in place. We are now in our second year, which will see it’s implementation across the 

school. 

Over this time, we should see: 

- incidents of problem behaviour decline 

- the behaviour of students improve 

- teachers spending more time teaching 

- students more engaged and achieving. 

PB4L School-Wide takes the approach that opportunities for learning and achievement increase if: 

- the school environment is positive and supportive 

- expectations are consistently clear 

- students are consistently taught desired behaviours 

- students are consistently acknowledged for desired behaviours and undesirable behaviours are responded to in a fair and equitable way. 

PB4L is lead by a group of staff who have now had a year of training. 

The team consists of: Ben Draper (Team Leader), Louise Sheeran,(SLT), Loretta Goodhue, Amy Hely, Emelia Harris and Caroline Foss. 

Students have to show a school value to receive a stamp for that 

value on their PB4L card.  This could be at any time of the day and 

anywhere around the kura. 

Our Piopio College Values are M.A.N.A: 

Manaakitanga/Respect, Rangatiratanga/Learner, Whanaunatanga/

Connect and Caring, Kotahitanga/United 

There are 4 awards/levels of cards to complete: 

Bronze Award: 60 stamps, 15 for each value – mufti day reward 

Silver Award: 80 stamps, 20 each value – last period off for        

activities reward 

Gold Award: 100 stamps, 25 each value – Trip out of school reward 

Pounamu Award: 120 stamps, 30 each value - Presentation of 

pounamu at prize-giving 
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Piopio College has a strong sporting tradition with teams and 

individuals gaining provincial and national recognition. 

The school offers all students a wide variety of sporting and  
recreational activities in which to participate in both the summer 

and winter seasons. 

Staff members encourage students take advantage of these  
opportunities so they can experience and benefit greatly benefit 
from the opportunity to improve fitness, motor skills, responsibility 

and social skills. 

There is satisfaction in the achievement that comes from being  
physically and mentally fit, and interacting with fellow students in a 

setting other than the classroom. 

The school sees this participation as key to a student developing 
into a well-rounded individual, and it is gratifying to see that such a 
large number of students take advantage of the opportunities 

available to them. 

Activities on offer include: ki o rahi, touch, fishing, golf, trampoline, 
turbo touch, futsal, softball, cross-country, athletics, ripper,  
unihoc, softcross, rugby, netball, football, basketball, squash, 
equestrian, hockey, volleyball, badminton, gym programmes and 

training. 

Piopio College has a gymnasium and swimming pool, access to 
the equipment in the Piopio Recreation Centre and other local 

sports facilities.  

Staff members are prepared to put in time and energy to student  
activities. We encourage parents to be involved and gratefully 

accept assistance with coaching, transport and fundraising. 
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Music 

The College is part of the Itinerant Programme.  Each week Chris Nation (guitar, violin and other stringed instruments) works with small groups 

of students from beginners to skilled players 

There is a strong emphasis on performing publicly, either as individuals or as part of the group.  The College holds a performance day in the 

third or fourth term. 

 

Kapa Haka 

Piopio College students have excelled and are passionate about the knowledge, skills and expertise that are being provided for their     benefit.  

This encompasses the historical journey of themselves as Māori, of the past, present and future. 

Students prepare for and perform in the Maniapoto Secondary Schools’ Kapa Haka Festival and other competitions.  Last year we had the 
privilege of hosting the Maniapoto Secondary Schools Kapa Haka Festival.  This is an annual festival started by Piopio College more than 30 

years ago that sees secondary schools in the district come together to celebrate the tikanga of the district. 
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Piopio College is a friendly and caring place and if everyone follows our code of conduct, we will help keep it that way. 

 

Respect others' opportunities to learn without interruption 

Students and teachers make better progress when they are able to learn and teach without being interrupted. 

 

Be courteous, respectful and friendly to each other, staff and visitors 

Students, staff and visitors enjoy being treated with respect. Come to school prepared for learning. 

 

Come to school prepared for learning 

Students and staff should arrive on time, fully equipped and ready to make the most of each activity’s learning opportunities. 

 

Help to keep your school environment safe, clean and attractive 

Students and staff enjoy working in a safe, attractive and healthy environment. 

 

Be proud of your College and its achievements  

Students and staff should dress and act in ways that build a good image and maintain the community's high regard for the College. 

 

So be respectful, be safe, be a learner and be proud. 

 

We know that students and staff are following the College Code of Conduct in the classroom because students follow their teacher’s instructions 

 Everyone arrives on time 

 There is no eating or chewing 

 Students bring the equipment they need 

 Talk is focused on learning 

 There are no putdowns or offensive language 

 Learning is not disrupted by the actions of others 



Students should remember at all times that their behaviour reflects on the school and should always act and behave accordingly.  

Uniform should always be worn in a way that is a credit to the school.  Speech and manners are also matters which deserve attention.  

 

Absence from School 

If a student is going to be absent for any reason, your parents are expected to phone the College with a message, giving the reason for your 
absence. You can email, leave a text or leave a message on the answer phone. Our Attendance Officer will ring and check if we have not 

heard from you. A doctor’s certificate is required if you are sick and absent for more than three days. 

 

Coverage of Rules 

Students are under school discipline from the time of leaving their homes until they return. A high standard of conduct is expected while  

travelling to and from school, and opportunities often arise in which students can show consideration and courtesy towards younger children 

and adults. 

As part of the Code of Conduct, the College sets non-negotiable behaviour standards.  These include:   

 Stay in the grounds 

 Wear correct uniform 

 No smoking, alcohol or drugs 

 No offensive behaviour 

 Hands off property that is not yours 

 No littering 

School Rules 
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Alcohol and/or substance abuse 

Offences involving alcohol and/or substance abuse including consumption, purchase and distribution, not only are subject to disciplinary action 

when committed within school property, but also when committed in association with any organised school activity beyond the school, when 

the activity is within the school’s organisation and control; and in any public place where the student is present and recognisable as a student 

of the school; and in any vehicle being used in the course of any organised school activity or to transport a student to or from school. 

 

Leaving the school grounds 

Students must not leave the school grounds without permission during school hours. If they have to leave for any reason, such as a doctor’s or 

dentist’s appointment, they must report to the office. 

School Rules 
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Smoking 

Smoking is prohibited. 

 

Property 

Damage to school buildings and property must be reported at 

once to the Principal. Willful or careless damage must be paid 

for. 

All clothing, books, bags and other property must be clearly 

named. 

 

Punctuality 

Students are required to be punctual, and to be at school by 

8.30am. If a student is late ie arrives to class after 8:30am, they 

must report to the office before attending class. 

 

Sickness/Illness 

During the school day, any sick or injured student must report to 

the office. Only when a parent has been contacted, will the 

student be released from school. 

 



First Day at School 

On their first school day at Piopio College new students and teachers make their way to the Bus Bay where senior staff greet you. Once every-

one has arrived, the whole group develops their own identity as manuhiri (visitors). We find out the geographic home areas of individuals and 

introduce some staff. If there is a Maori speaker present we decide on a waiata for the powhiri and have a practice run. Then the manuhiri are 

ready to be “called on” by the tangata whenua from out in front of the Wharekura. If it is wet this part is held in the Hall. 

 

Appointments 

If you have an appointment with the doctor or the dentist please bring a note in from home BEFORE the date, saying what time the appoint-

ment is and how long you will be out of school. The note must be signed by a caregiver (Adult). You must sign the entry / exit book in Mrs 

Baker’s office when you leave and when you return if your appointment is within the school day. A Deputy Principal also needs to sign the 

book as verification. 

 

Buses 

Seven buses leave the bus bay at approx. 3.10 pm each school day. Move quickly to the buses where the bus roll will be taken by the bus 

driver. The bus driver can expect you to stay in your correct seat, to speak quietly and to not throw anything out of the windows. No eating on 

the bus. No student has permission to get off the bus in the township and walk to school. Mr Bodger is the Bus Controller and any problems 

you have should be referred to him or your class teacher. If you want to travel on a bus other than your usual run your parents must arrange 

this beforehand, either by a note or ringing Mr Bodger or the contractor as some buses are near their loading limits. The same applies if you 

want others to come on the bus with you. There is a charge for travelling on the Te Kuiti bus or for transport outside entitlement. Tickets should 

be purchased in advance from the College Finance Officer. 

 

Camps/Trips/Outings 

All camps/trips/outings will require a permission slip to be signed by the parent/caregiver for each student. No student will be allowed to partici-

pate without a permission slip. 

Useful Information 
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Students “chilling out” at lunch-time 



Canteen 

The Canteen provides wholesome, nutritious food. It is open at morning interval and at lunchtime. Lunch orders may be placed at morning 
interval. Eftpos is available. 

 

Code of Conduct 

When you enrol at the College, your parents sign the enrolment form and agree to support our school by endorsing our Code of Conduct. They 
are important for our own safety and for other people. If you remember to be courteous, considerate and helpful, you will not find it difficult to 
help the College run smoothly.   

 

Community Use of Library and Hall / Gymnasium 

Piopio’s Community Library is situated at Piopio College in the Mokauiti Room. We are able to cater for a wide range of reading preferences or 

access books and material in from National Library. Our membership covers a wide area; Aria, Mokau, Mahoenui, Mokauiti, Mapiu, Piopio, Te 

Kuiti, Mangaotaki, Mairoa etc. Not all members make use of the facility but those who do, enjoy the atmosphere and variety of books. If you 

are unable to get in, we are just a phone call away and more often than not we are able to send books home via the school buses, or if it is in 

the village it can easily be arranged for the drop off/pick up of books. Types of books are Fiction, Non-fiction, Pre-school, Quick Reads, Short 

Stories and Graphic Novels. 

Hours: Mon – Thurs 10am – 2.30 pm (Term Time) Phone 07 877 8173 Ext 219 or email: library@piopio.school.nz 

We encourage the community to make use of our Hall / Gym for a small fee. During the school day we use our Hall/Gym for Physical Educa-

tion, visiting speakers, performance groups, play rehearsals, inter-house competitions assembly and school performances. The Head of Physi-

cal Education, Gina Draper coordinates all use of the Hall/Gym. Contact her at the College (07 877 8173 Ext 217) if you want to make a book-

ing. 

 

Donations 

Donations are payable at the beginning of the school year. Other fees are based on which elective courses are chosen, participation in organ-

ised sports teams and the class level of the student. Many courses do not have fees and for those courses that do, the fees are for additional 

items supplied to the student e.g. the Art Course Fee covers the Art Supplies Kit given to the student. Automatic payment forms are available 

from the Financial Manager to help you spread the cost of the fees over the school year. 

 

Emergency Evacuations 

When the alarm is sounded, everyone follows the emergency exit plan which is outlined on the wall of each classroom. Students line up in 

Whanau group on the rugby field. The Whanau teacher will take the roll to ensure that all students are accounted for. A practice evacuation is 

held each term. 

 

Enrolment 

All new students need to have individual enrolment forms filled out. We are required to sight original birth certificates or passports as part of 

this process. New students that we are expecting for the following year will have enrolment forms sent to their parents/caregivers in November. 

We welcome these being returned as soon as possible prior to Orientation Day although we will of course, be happy to receive them on this 

day as well. Students arriving during the year are required to go through Mrs Baker (main office) and Mrs Thomas (Finance Officer) to fill in 

forms, before meeting with Mrs Sheeran (Deputy Principal) who will then assist with subject choices and place them in to a class and vertical 

form. 

 

Entry / Exit Book 

Students are expected to stay in the College grounds throughout the day. Students who need to leave the grounds are required to see 

Mrs Sheeran or Mr Bodger before they leave. If permission is given, they must sign out in the entry / exit book before they leave the 

College grounds and sign in when they return. 

Useful Information 
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Health Services 

Dr Amy Kempthorne holds a student health clinic at the College on Tuesday between 9.30am-11.30am. Any student may consult Dr 
Kempthorne on any health issues. Parents are welcome to accompany their children. Whitney Te Wano is our Public Health Nurse, and she 
holds a health clinic on Monday. Her services are free. Students should see Mrs Baker if they want an appointment to see the doctor or 

nurse. These services are free and confidential. 

 

Whanau 

The College is divided into four whanau. Students are placed in a whanau when they enroll at the College and remain with the same group 
throughout their time here. As far as possible, members of the same immediate family will be in the same whanau. Each whanau is grouped 
into three Vertical Forms of about twenty students. Whanau compete against each other in sports, such as Athletics and Swimming and in 

some cultural events and quizzes. 

 

ICAS 

The International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS) are part of the largest independent assessment program for schools in 
Australia, New Zealand, Asia, India, South Africa, Hong Kong, China and the Pacific region. The competition provides an opportunity for all 

students to gain a measure of their own achievements in an external assessment situation for Computer Skills, Science, Maths and English. 

 

Injuries 

All injuries occurring at the College must be reported to the First Aid Officer in order to document the event for ACC and OSH purposes. 

This also helps the College to identify any potential health hazards that need to be corrected. 

 

Instrumental Music Tuition 

Piopio College is a member of the itinerant music scheme. Students have a great opportunity to learn string and voice free of charge.  
A 30 minute group lesson is held once a week during school time. The only cost is the hire of your instrument. Piopio College has some 
instruments for hire. Students pay a deposit which will be refunded at the end of the year when the instrument is returned. Details are includ-

ed on the fees sheet. Register your interest with Mrs Noëlle Turner. 

 

Newsletter 

A newsletter is published each week and can be accessed on our website. Hard copies are available from the office or it can be sent via 
email. It provides parents and caregivers with valuable information. We are happy to publish short community advertisements if space is 

available. If you would like to receive a copy by email, please let us know. 

 

Orientation Day 

This is an opportunity for new and prospective parents and students to have a ‘hands on’ tour of the College. This traditionally takes place in 
late November or early December. If your child is already enrolled at Piopio Primary or Aria, you will automatically go on to our mailing list to 

receive information about this day. Other interested families need to make initial contact themselves. 

 

PE Clothes 

All students are required to change for PE. The emphasis is on changing into comfortable appropriate clothing for participating in physical 

activity. 

 

Priority Student and Gate Student Programmes 

Learning assistance and special programmes are offered where learning difficulties are identified. Mrs Caroline Foss is the person who 
oversees the Special Education needs. We also offer extra opportunities for our Gifted and Talented students. Students are tested regularly 

and all subjects use running assessment data so priority students can be highlighted. Teacher Aides work with those students. 



Stationery 

Stationery lists are mailed to each student before the start of the school year. We encourage you to shop around for the best bargains. The 

College has a limited stock of basic stationery items such as ballpoint pens, pencils, rulers, erasers, exercise books and loose leaf refills. Stu-

dents may purchase these items at interval or lunchtime from Mrs Baker. Some subjects require specialised stationery such as Student Manu-

als, and the purchase of these items will be coordinated by the subject teacher. 

 

Visitors 

All parents and visitors to the College are required, on arrival, to report to the main office. We do not allow ‘social’ visits from friends or  
acquaintances during school hours. Occasionally we are asked if a student from another school can come to Piopio College with one of our 

students and go to class. For reasons of safety and liability we cannot allow this. 

Useful Information 
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Uniform 

You will receive a welcome letter with uniform  

requirements and where they can be purchased.  

It is important students are dressed correctly in  

uniform each day. Most of the uniform can be  

purchased from The Warehouse although we do have 

some second hand uniform available at the College. 

Blazers, wet weather jackets and college beanies  

and caps are sold at the College. 



PIOPIO COLLEGE 
TE KURA TUARUA O PIOPIO 

 

18 Aria Road, Piopio 3912 

T: 07 877 8173 | 0800 240 173 

W: www.piopio.school.nz 

E: admin@piopio.school.nz 


